
 STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT:                  

1. The Major function of Tang Soo Do is developing ones mental and physical 
abilities and realizing one’s personal potential in these areas. 

2. Every member shall: lead by example, be truthful to yourself and others, love 
your country, demonstrate sound moral character, strive to help others in need, 
develop a “peaceful confidence” and demonstrate by example that you are a 
worthy of and value Tang Soo Do practitioner. 

3. As a practitioner you should recognize the benefits of respectful competition as a 
tool for developing qualities such as concentration, respect, sportsmanship, 
control of power, humility, courage, and cooperation with others. 

4. Tang Soo Do is a classical martial art, not a sport.  It is not something that is 
used solely for the sake of winning in competition, but rather in life.  Tang Soo Do 
is a discipline that utilizes physical and intellectual activities to develop mental, 
physical and spiritual health. 

5. Practitioners have a responsibility to maintain the purity of Tang Soo Do and 
never tarnish its name, techniques or philosophy. 

6. Your fellow practitioners are your sisters and brothers.  We are family and must 
always work together helping one another as a team. 

7. Members shall remember that their bodies are their temples.  Drugs and smoking 
tobacco should be avoided at all costs. 

8. Members shall never use alcohol in an abusive manner. 

9. Members shall maintain their dues on a current basis. 

10.Tang Soo Do practitioners must always keep their uniforms and person clean.  
You represent Tang Soo Do and your personal hygiene is very important. 
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Courtesy and Etiquette: 

Tang Soo Do is a traditional martial art based on respect for all life. It is important to 
develop this respect - of our art, our country, our Grandmaster, our senior members and 
all our members - in accordance with Tang Soo Do principles. 

1. Entering the Dojang: Upon entering the Dojang, pause by the entrance, face the 
flags and salute by holding the right hand open and across the chest with palm 
facing the heart and bow in the direction of the flags. This demonstrates respect 
and appreciation for our country, our style, our training, and the country that 
originated the art of Tang Soo Do. The act of bowing is also a sign of your 
commitment to your training. You should perform this discipline upon entering 
and leaving the Dojang. 

2. General Situation in the Dojang: 
a. Upon entering the Dojang one must show respect by personal 

preparation. Cease talking and try to quiet yourself both mentally and 
physically. Turn your thoughts towards your training. All this creates an 
atmosphere of quiet internal peace. As you enter the Dojang, you must 
recognize every senior member by bowing. The appropriate bow is 
performed by standing at attention and bowing from the waist about 45 
degrees. The senior member will bow in return. While in the Dojang, upon 
the entrance of a senior member you must recognize him/her with a bow 
from the attention position. Junior members always bow to senior 
members first; the senior member, in accordance, bows back. 

b. Late entrance: When a student arrives late and enters the Dojang after the 
class has begun, the student follows this protocol: Quietly enter the 
Dojang and stand at the door. First bow in the direction of the flags. Then 
remain at an attention position by the door until you are recognized by 
your instructor. After recognition, bow to the instructor and walk behind the 
other members of the class to assume your appropriate position with the 
class. 

3. Receiving instruction: At any time before, after or during class, when the 
instructor or any senior member offers personal correction or instruction to a 
junior member, the junior member must stand at attention (if possible). At the 
completion of the instruction the junior member must bow and say, “Thank you 
Sir/Ma’am.” This shows appreciation and respect. A junior member should refrain 
from correcting a senior member in the Dojang. At the end of class after the 
closing ceremonies all class members should bow to their instructor. 

a. During the class if a student has a question he/she must raise his/her 
hand. When the instructor recognizes him/her, he/she must stand at 
attention, bow and ask the question. After the answer is received, the 
student must bow and say, “Thank you Sir/Ma’am.” 
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b. During the class if a student has to be excused from class (to go to the 
rest room or due to illness) the student should raise his hand to gain 
recognition from the instructor. After getting permission from the instructor, 
the student will bow and act accordingly. When he is able to rejoin the 
class, the student must stand at attention on the outskirts of the room until 
recognize by the instructor. Once recognized, the student will bow and 
rejoin the class. 

4. Kwan Jang Nim enters Class: During the class upon the entrance of Kwan Jang 
Nim or the head instructor, the most senior member of the class will call the class 
to attention “Cha Ryut” and command “Kyung Ret.” The class will then recognize 
the Kwan Jang Nim with a bow. 

5. Entering the Office: 
a. Never walk into your instructor’s office unannounced. Always knock first at 

the door and wait for instructions. 
b. Upon seeing the instructor the student bows from an attention position. 
c. Student stands until recognized by the instructor. 
d. Student remains standing at attention during the conversation unless 

otherwise instructed by Kwan Jang Nim or a Sa Bom you are meeting 
with. (If asked to be seated, the student may sit and then begin the 
conversation). 

e. It is the instructor’s responsibility to show respect to the students by 
extending the courtesy to them to be seated before the conversation 
begins. 

f. When the conversation is concluded, the student thanks the instructor and 
proceeds to walk backward (not showing their back to the instructor) until 
he reaches the door. The student bows before exiting. 

g. No student should seat himself behind the instructor’s desk at any time 
(whether in the presence or absence of the instructor). 

h. The conversation between instructor and student should always maintain 
a tone of respect and the words Sir/Ma’am should be used regardless if 
you are in or out of your do bok. 

6. At a Social Event (restaurant): 
a. The students should be in the restaurant earlier than the expected arrival 

of the instructor. 
b. When the instructor arrives, all students should rise and greet the 

instructor with a bow. 
c. The instructor should be seated first and the students should begin to be 

seated rotating from the left side of the instructor to the right according to 
seniority. Seniors sit down first and others follow. If already seated, the 
student should rise and remain standing until all his seniors are seated. 

d. Placement of seating is flexible; however, it is usual for the seniors to be 
placed next to the instructor (this is not a rigid rule). 

e. Students should not smoke or drink alcohol while the instructor is present, 
unless the instructor gives his prior permission. 

f. When the food is served the students should wait until the instructor starts 
to eat first and then the students may begin. 
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g. If a student has the opportunity to be in the presence of the Grandmaster, 
proper attire must be worn (suits/ties for men and dresses/suits/
appropriate pants outfits for women). Of course, the Grandmaster can 
waive formal and semiformal attire at his discretion. 

7. Communication through the phone: 
a. Continuation of class manners and discipline should be extended when 

talking over the phone to your instructor. 
b. Student should use “Sir/Ma’am” 

8. Communication by letter or email: 
a. Addressing the letter: When writing letters always include the title of the 

person whether he is your senior or junior. If he has no title, use the title 
Mr., Mrs., Miss or Ms. 

i. Seniors writing to junior: Do not include the “Nim” (Kyo Sa John 
Doe) 

ii. Juniors writing to senior: Include the “Nim” (Kwan Jang Nim Seo ) 
b. Salutations: 

i. Seniors writing to junior: Include the official title but do not use 
“Nim” and add the proper name (Dear Kyo Sa John Doe) 

ii. Seniors writing to juniors (if the relationship warrants) may use the 
first name (Dear John) 

iii. The proper name with no title except Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms. may also 
be used (Dear Mrs. Smith) 

iv. Juniors writing to seniors: Always use the official title including 
“Nim” and the proper name (Dear Sa Bom Nim Joe Smith) 

c. Closing or signing the letter: When writing to a senior no matter how high 
your rank, you sign just your name and not your rank or position 
(Sincerely, John Doe) 

i. A junior shows disrespect to a senior by signing a letter “Master 
John Doe” or “Kyo Sa John Doe.” It is better to be humble and not 
flaunt your title. 

ii. Senior writing to his junior: Never use Master, Mr., Sa Bom or Kyo 
Sa in front of name. As a courtesy, you may give an official title or 
position such as “Chairman” or school name (Sincerely, John Doe, 
Chairman or Sincerely, John Doe, Doe’s Tang Soo Do) 

iii. Junior writing to his senior: No rank, title or position may be given, 
but an example of your relationship as a student or junior may be 
given (Sincerely, John Doe, Your student) 
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9. Responsibility for content of Letters, Emails and all Social Media; 
a. As a representative of Tang Soo Do and the ITTF, you are responsible for 

the content of your letters, emails and other various forms of social media 
as they pertain to Seo’s Martial Arts, the ITTF or their constituent 
members.  Therefore, never: 

i. Use profanity  
ii. Address personal feelings about any of your seniors or fellow 

students 
iii. Address personal issues about Seo’s Martial Arts or the ITTF.  Talk 

to your instructor directly as a show of courtesy and respect. 

b. Communication with Senior members using Social Media: 
i. Social Media is the same as meeting your seniors in public.  You 

should maintain your discipline and respect; addressing them 
appropriately.  Senior members should be respectful in return, but 
discourage familiarity via the various Social Media outlets 

You are responsible for anything you post in a public forum; 
including electronic media, that reflects, positively or 
negatively, on the school or Tang Soo Do. 
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Personal Care and Appearance: 
• No jewelry, excepting wedding bands and items associated with religious beliefs, 

should be worn on the floor.  This includes earrings.  If an earring cannot be 
removed, tape or a bandage must be worn over the earring for safety. 

• Finger nails and toenails should be neatly trimmed for safety. 

• Hair color must be of a natural shade.  No dyes or tints of bright red, blue, green, 
etc. 

• Females with shoulder length or longer must have hair neatly tied up. 

• All males must have hair cut to short lengths and fit for athletic activity. 

• Students with eyeglasses must wear a strap securing their glasses. 

Your Uniform (Do Bok): 
The correct name for you uniform is “Do Bok”.  The word “Do” means “Way of Life” and 
the word “Bok” means clothing or apparel.  The word “Gi” is the Japanese term for 
uniform and is inappropriate for use in our art. 
 The Do Bok is the symbol of your loyalty to Tang Soo Do and your commitment to 
mental, physical and spiritual improvement. You should always wear your Do Bok with 
pride and respect it as you do your own body. The sleeves should come to the wrist 
area; never roll up your sleeves as this shows lack of discipline and disrespect for your 
instructor.  Male students should not wear any shirt beneath their top.  Female students 
must wear a modest and color matching shirt under their top.  The Do Bok pants should 
be hemmed just below the ankles.  No part of your Do Bok should be frayed, torn or 
stained.  A Do Bok which is frayed, torn or stained beyond repair or washing, must be 
immediately replaced. Keep it clean and in good shape.   To be proud of your outside 
appearance can only mean you feel good on the inside. 
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	POSITIVE SELF-EXPECTANCY:  Winning Black Belts keep an overall attitude of optimism and enthusiasm.  Winners understand that life is a self-fulfilling prophecy — a person usually gets what he or she actively expects over the long run.
	POSITIVE SELF-MOTIVATION:  Winning Black Belts dwell on the rewards of success, not on the penalties of failure.  Positive self-motivation arrives through visualizing your desires while limiting fears.
	POSITIVE SELF-CONFIDENCE:  Winning Black Belts have the ability to accomplish anything they want to achieve.  Winners understand that a strong belief in themselves and hard work will result in achieving their goals.

